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Scope

OUCS has a large commitment to training:
4 lecture rooms, 4 full-time teachers, 4 full-time course
administrative staff, plus system development and
management.
Last term:

Courses 127
Presentations 196
Sessions 287
Bookings 3011
People 1266

Postgrad 1372
Staff 500
Undergrad 159
Visitor 110
College 84
Department 64
OUP 35
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Course management: user perspective

Purely web-based
Public course discovery
Webauth-protected course booking — shopping-cart
interface
Account review and management
Associated RSS feed and online calendar
Tailored Email reminders
Waiting list with automatic promotion
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User experience 1
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User experience 2
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User experience 3
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Course management: management
perspective

We have processed 40159 bookings on 3456 course
presentations since 2002

Add, edit and delete courses, presentations and
sessions
Assign to rooms and teachers
Review bookings and make manual changes
Email participants to get feedback using Ostrakon
Usage reporting
No student or staff information in database, entirely
dependent on Registration system
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Course management: system perspective

Key technologies and standards:
Postgres SQL database
Web form processing written in Perl
Web form display generated in XML and transformed to
HTML
Atom RSS generation from database for alerting
Webauth for authentication
ICS standard for calendar records
LDAP for discovering user information; database holds
LDAP ID as key

Course-specific components developed and maintained at
OUCS.
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Course booking futures?

notification and discovery more calendar interfaces, SMS
notification

student transcript show all OUCS courses attended
information publication in Oxford courses shared with

Careers Skills Portal using XCRI standard;
successful pilot funded by JISC
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Course sharing: XCRI

eXchanging Course-Related Information
formal description of any further or higher education
course, covering

provider data
course title and description
dates and places of teaching events
course aims, prerequisites and teaching methods

XML schema
course aggregation servers
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Geographical course discovery


